
Development of Quality Standards for Compost and Digestate in Ireland

PROJECT OVERVIEW

Recent EU circular economy, bioeconomy policies and the New Green Deal promote the recycling of nutrients from organic wastes into products that can be used as soil 
improvers and fertilisers, thereby reducing the use of mineral fertilisers. This has renewed interest in the use of compost and digestate as fertilisers. This study collated the 
results of analysis, of Irish compost and digestate samples, and then compared the Irish data to databases, reports and standards from other European countries.

Developed an updated compost 
standard and a new digestate 
standard (whole, liquid & fibre). 
This study examined best practice in 
other countries and recommended 
having End-of-Waste status for 
compost and digestate in Ireland. 

KEY FINDINGS
Using the information in this 
report, the National Standards 
Authority of Ireland (NSAI) should 
update IS 441 compost standard 
and develop a new IS standard for 
digestate for the domestic 
market.

STANDARDS 
The establishment of the 
contamination working group 
should develop and execute a 
national campaign to solve the 
issue of contamination (e.g. 
plastic).

WORKING GROUP
A QAS system would control the 
process used in composting and 
anaerobic digestion plants 
including acceptable feedstocks, 
independent sample taking, and 
the analysis of the compost/ 
digestate by approved 
laboratories.

QAS System
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