
The expert panel of speakers at our annual conference  2015  will address the challenge 
of bridging the gap to collect 600,000 tonnes of brown bin material by looking at new 
policies, new regulations, pay by weight, new ways to educate householders on using 
the brown bin and looking to the future at new opportunities in the bioeconomy sector. 

The event is a must for everyone in the waste, composting, anaerobic digestion and 
bioeconomy sectors to attend. I can promise that it will create much debate, be thought 
provoking, informative and inspiring.

We hope to see you on the day. 

Kind Regards

Chief Executive, Cré

BRIDGING 
THE GAP
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600,000 
Tonnes

TUESDAY 1ST SEPTEMBER 2015
Killashee House Hotel, Naas, Kildare

MAIN SPONSORS:

ANNUAL CONFERENCE & INDUSTRY AWARDS 2015



PROGRAMME
08.00 Registration/Tea/Coffee

SESSION 1  UPDATES

09.00 What Does the Future Hold for the Sector?
 Martin Eves, Chairman of Cré

09.10 Implementing Ireland’s Waste Policy 
Philip will explain the recently published regulations on waste collection, food waste and pay by weight.  He will 
also outline the new regional waste enforcement authorities and provide an overview of the Regional Waste Plans.
Philip Nugent, Principal Offi cer, Department of Environment, Community and Local Government

09.35 Update on Development of New Supports for Anaerobic Digestion 
Brian Carroll, Principal Offi cer, Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources

 9.55 Draft National 25 Year Sludge Management Plan
Speaker to be confi rmed

10.15 Supports for Biomethane Use in the Transport Sector
Denise Keoghan, Sustainable Transport Division, Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport

10.30 Q&A
10.40 Coffee Break

SESSION 2  NEW WAYS TO COLLECT MORE BROWN BIN MATERIAL

11.00 Results of the National Brown Bin Advisors Pilot in Sligo 
Siobhan Gillen & Matthew Byrne, Sligo County Council

11.30 Experiences of Implementing Pay By Weight in County Leitrim 
Sean Scott, Leitrim County Council

12.00 Q&A

SESSION 3 PANEL DISCUSSION - THE COMMERCIAL FOOD WASTE REGULATIONS 
 

Waste Policy – Philip Nugent, Department of Environment, Community and Local Government
Local Authority – Pete Murtagh, Waste Enforcement Offi cer, Sligo County Council

 Waste Collector – John Dunne, Panda
 Processor – Sean Campbell, Thorntons Recycling
 Business – Patricia Callan, Director of the Small Firms Association

12.45 Lunch

SESSION 4  NEW ERA…. NEW OPPORTUNITIES

13.45 Opportunities in the Circular Economy and BioEconomy
David Newman – President of The International Solid Waste Association & Managing Director of BBIA - 
promoting the bioeconomy in the UK.

14.15 Creating Biomass from Composting Operations- EU Experiences 
Arjen Brinkmann – Managing Director of BVOR – Dutch Association of Biowaste Processors

14.45 Foodwise 2025 – Increasing Food Production in a Sustainable Way
Padraig Brennan – Sustainability Development Manager, Origin Green, Bord Bia

15.15 Cré – Institute of Technology Sligo – Certifi cates in Compost Facility Operation 
The students who have completed this course will be awarded their certifi cates by Dr. Billy Fitzgerald of 
Institute of Technology Sligo.

Winners of the Cré Industry Awards will be Announced

 Ends



SPEAKER PROFILES
Philip Nugent is the Principal Offi cer of the 
Waste Policy and Resource Effi ciency Section in 
the Department of the Environment, Community 
and Local Government. Prior to this he was the 
Principal Offi cer in Planning and prior to that was 
Principal Offi cer in Housing Policy & Finance. He 
has from UCD a Batchelor’s of Arts and Master of 
Arts. He has an MScEcon, Policy Analysis from the 

Institute of Public Administration.

Patricia Callan is the Director of the Small 
Firms Association, “The Voice of Small Business” 
in Ireland, with responsibility for the overall 
leadership and management of the Association. 
The SFA is Ireland’s largest small fi rm 
representative organisation, with over 8,500 
member companies. Patricia is a member of 
the Government’s National Economic Dialogue 

(NED), the Advisory Group on Small Business (DJEI), the High 
Level Group on Business Regulation (DJEI), the Public Procurement 
SME Working Group (DPER/OGP), the SME Funding Consultation 
Committee (Department of Finance), the Prompt Payment 
Code of Conduct Working Group (DJEI) and the Business Europe 
Entrepreneurship & SME Committee, amongst others.  Patricia holds 
a Masters in International Studies from the University of Limerick, 
a BA (mod.) in Economics from Trinity College Dublin, a Diploma in 
Management from DIT, and a Diploma in Employment Law from the 
National College of Ireland.  

David Newman is the Managing Director 
of the newly established BBIA promoting the 
bioeconomy in the UK. Since 2012 he holds the 
position of President of the International Solid 
Waste Association which operates from Vienna. 
He was recently appointed Chairman of the 
international charity organisation WasteAid.  He 
has worked in the waste industry since 1999 and 

specifi cally composting and AD, and lately has been involved in 
developing plastic bag legislation in Italy and the EU. 

Arjen Brinkmann, Managing Director of BVOR 
(Dutch Association of Biowaste Processors). Arjen 
has 20 years of international experience in the 
waste industry. He has worked for two major 
Dutch consulting engineering companies and a 
bio-energy project developer before starting his 
own consultancy fi rm Brinkmann Consultancy in 
2008. His consultancy focuses on sustainable 

waste & resource management, as well as CSR strategies. In 2011, 
Arjen was appointed managing director of the Dutch Association of 
Biowaste Processors (BVOR), which represents the Dutch biowaste 
recycling industry. Between 2000 and 2002, Arjen worked in Ireland 
on permanent secondment to Tobin Consulting Engineers. 

Padraig Brennan holds the position of 
Sustainability Development Manager in Bord Bia 
(Irish Food Board).  He has been part of the team 
involved in the development and implementation 
of Bord Bia’s Origin Green Sustainability 
programme. From its launch in the second half of 
2012 more than 460 Irish food and drink companies 
have registered their participant with 80% of 

Ireland’s food and drink exports covered by verifi ed members of the 
programme while more than almost 40,000 farms are undertaking 
sustainability assessments annually. Padraig is from a family farming 
background, holds a Bachelor of Agricultural Science from University 
College Dublin (UCD) and a Masters in Business Development from 
the University of Western Australia.  

Brian Carroll is of Renewable and Sustainable 
Energy Division in the Department of 
Communications, Energy and Natural Resources 
since 2012, and a Member of the Board of the 
Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland since 2010. 
He chairs the Steering Group that oversees the 
implementation of Ireland’s Offshore Renewable 
Energy Development Plan which was published 

in February 2014. He has also worked in the Central Expenditure 

Evaluation Unit of the Ireland’s Department of Finance. In total he 
has spent 23 years in the Civil Service, having also worked in the 
Departments of Justice and Foreign Affairs. He holds a fi rst class 
Masters in Economic Science from the National University of Ireland.

Denise Keoghan is an Assistant Principal in the 
Sustainable Transport Division of the Department 
of Transport, Tourism and Sport. She is involved 
in the development of sustainable transport and 
climate change policy, including the delivery of 
the low-carbon roadmap for the transport sector. 
A graduate of psychology and adult education, 
Denise joined the Civil Service in 2000 where 

she has enjoyed various roles in policy development, fi nance and 
legislation.

Sean Campbell is a native of Galway and has over 
20 years experience working in the environmental 
sector.  Graduating with a degree in Agricultural 
Science, he also has a diploma in Environmental 
Impact management (UCD) and Environmental 
Engineering (Trinity College). Sean has held various 
management positions over the years with REPAK, 
IFFPG and OCAE consultants. Sean has also 

worked as a consultant to the EPA providing technical assistance 
on the Emission Trading schemes and with SGS Ireland as a Green 
House verifi er. Sean also worked as manager of the fi eld trials 
division of SGS. Sean has worked on various projects with Thorntons 
Recycling since 2008 and has recently taken over as facility manager 
of Kilmainhamwood compost. Sean is a member of Cré and sits on 
the Association’s Anaerobic Digestion committee.

Siobhán Gillen holds a BA in Business 
Management and a BSc in Environmental 
Management, both of which are from Institute 
of Technology, Sligo. Siobhán worked primarily 
in administration up until September 2011 when 
she then joined the Environmental Services 
Department of Sligo County Council, as a Waste 
Management Enforcement Offi cer.

Matthew Byrne holds a Masters in Environmental, 
Health and Safety Management, an Honours 
Degree in Environmental Studies and a Higher 
Diploma in Environmental Science. Matthew has 
worked in the Public Sector waste management 
arena for almost 15 years. He is a member of 
many national working groups and a secretary to 
the Connacht Ulster Regional Waste Management 

Enforcement Network. Matthew’s passion for the environmental 
and regulatory fi eld has helped him implement change through 
engagement, negotiation and motivation and of stakeholders across 
a broad spectrum of public, commercial and domestic sectors. 

Pete Murtagh has been working as a waste 
enforcement offi cer for Local Authorities in the 
west of Ireland for over ten years. During this 
time he has seen the waste management industry 
change signifi cantly, from a public service to a 
private one, and from a one bin system to the three 
we have today. Pete was also an early recipient of 
the Certifi cate in Compost Facility Operation from 

Cré, which was when Sligo County Council were starting to develop 
their green waste composting site in Ballisodare, Co. Sligo. Pete has 
dealt with all sorts of waste producers and processors over the years.

Seán Scott graduated from Institute of 
Technology, Sligo in 1997.   Sean has worked 
with Masonite Ireland and subsequently the 
Environmental Protection Agency before joining 
Leitrim County Council.  Sean has been working in 
Waste Enforcement since 2005.  In the last three 
years he has been involved in the formulation and 
implementation of waste policy in County Leitrim 

and in particular the roll out of a pay by weight and brown bin system 
across County Leitrim.
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the Waste Policy and Resource Efficiency 
Section in the Department of the 
Environment, Community and Local 
Government. Prior to this he was the 
Principal Officer in Planning and prior to 
that was Principal Officer in Housing 
Policy & Finance. He has from UCD a 
Batchelor’s of Arts and Master of Arts. He 
has an MScEcon, Policy Analysis from 

the Institute of Public Administration. 
 
 
 
 

Patricia Callan is the Director of 
the Small Firms Association, “The 
Voice of Small Business” in Ireland, 
with responsibility for the overall 
leadership and management of the 
Association. The SFA is Ireland’s 
largest small firm representative 
organisation, with over 8,500 
member companies. Patricia is a 
member of the Government’s 
National Economic Dialogue (NED), 
the Advisory Group on Small 
Business (DJEI), the High Level 
Group on Business Regulation 
(DJEI), the Public Procurement 

SME Working Group (DPER/OGP), the SME Funding Consultation 
Committee (Department of Finance), the Prompt Payment Code of 
Conduct Working Group (DJEI) and the Business Europe 
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Masters in International Studies from the University of Limerick, a BA 
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Management from DIT, and a Diploma in Employment Law from the 
National College of Ireland.   
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Association which operates from 
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bag legislation in Italy and the EU.  
 
 
 

Arjen Brinkmann, Managing Director 
of BVOR (Dutch Association of 
Biowaste Processors). Arjen has 20 
years of international experience in the 
waste industry. He has worked for two 
major Dutch consulting engineering 
companies and a bio-energy project 
developer before starting his own 
consultancy firm Brinkmann 

Consultancy in 2008. His consultancy focuses on sustainable waste & 
resource management, as well as CSR strategies. In 2011, Arjen was 
appointed managing director of the Dutch Association of Biowaste 
Processors (BVOR), which represents the Dutch biowaste recycling 
industry. Between 2000 and 2002, Arjen worked in Ireland on 
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Padraig Brennan holds the 
position of Sustainability 
Development Manager in Bord 
Bia (Irish Food Board).  He has 
been part of the team involved in 
the development and 
implementation of Bord Bia’s 
Origin Green Sustainability 
programme. From its launch in 

the second half of 2012 more than 460 Irish food and drink companies 
have registered their participant with 80% of Ireland’s food and drink 
exports covered by verified members of the programme while more 
than almost 40,000 farms are undertaking sustainability assessments 
annually. Padraig is from a family farming background, holds a 
Bachelor of Agricultural Science from University College Dublin (UCD) 
and a Masters in Business Development from the University of Western 
Australia.   

 

Brian Carroll is of Renewable and 
Sustainable Energy Division in the 
Department of Communications, Energy 
and Natural Resources since 2012, and 
a Member of the Board of the 
Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland 
since 2010. He chairs the Steering 
Group that oversees the implementation 

of Ireland’s Offshore Renewable Energy Development Plan which was 
published in February 2014. He has also worked in the Central 
Expenditure Evaluation Unit of the Ireland’s Department of Finance. In 
total he has spent 23 years in the Civil Service, having also worked in 
the Departments of Justice and Foreign Affairs. He holds a first class 
Masters in Economic Science from the National University of Ireland. 
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Principal in the Sustainable Transport 
Division of the Department of Transport, 
Tourism and Sport. She is involved in the 
development of sustainable transport 
and climate change policy, including the 
delivery of the low-carbon roadmap for 
the transport sector. A graduate of 
psychology and adult education, Denise 
joined the Civil Service in 2000 where 
she has enjoyed various roles in policy 
development, 

finance and legislation. 
 
 
Siobhán Gillen holds a BA in Business Management and a BSc in 
Environmental Management, both of which are from Institute of 
Technology, Sligo. Siobhán worked primarily in administration up until 
September 2011 when she then joined the Environmental Services 
Department of Sligo County Council, as a Waste Management 
Enforcement Officer. 
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Sean	  Campbell	  is	  a	  native	  of	  Galway	  and	  has	  over	  20	  year’s	  experience	  working	  in	  the	  environmental	  
sector.	  	  Graduating	  with	  a	  degree	  in	  Agricultural	  Science,	  he	  also	  has	  a	  diploma	  in	  Environmental	  

Impact	  management	  (UCD)	  and	  Environmental	  Engineering	  (Trinity	  College).	  Sean	  has	  held	  various	  
management	  positions	  over	  the	  years	  with	  REPAK,	  IFFPG	  and	  OCEA	  consultants.	  Sean	  has	  also	  
worked	  as	  a	  consultant	  to	  the	  EPA	  providing	  technical	  assistance	  on	  the	  Emission	  Trading	  schemes	  

and	  with	  SGS	  Ireland	  as	  a	  Green	  House	  verifier.	  Sean	  also	  worked	  as	  manager	  of	  the	  Field	  trials	  
division	  of	  SGS.	  Sean	  has	  worked	  on	  various	  projects	  with	  Thornton	  recycling	  since	  2008	  and	  has	  
recently	  taken	  over	  as	  facility	  manager	  of	  Kilmainhamwood	  compost.	  Sean	  is	  a	  member	  of	  CRÉ	  and	  

sits	  on	  the	  associations	  Anaerobic	  Digestion	  committee.	  	  
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Matthew	  Byrne	  holds	  a	  Masters	  in	  Environmental,	  Health	  and	  Safety	  Management,	  an	  Honours	  

Degree	  in	  Environmental	  Studies	  and	  a	  Higher	  Diploma	  in	  Environmental	  Science.	  Matthew	  has	  
worked	  in	  the	  Public	  Sector	  waste	  management	  arena	  for	  almost	  15	  years.	  He	  is	  a	  member	  of	  many	  
national	  working	  groups	  and	  a	  secretary	  to	  the	  Connacht	  Ulster	  Regional	  Waste	  Management	  

Enforcement	  Network.	  Matthew’s	  passion	  for	  the	  environmental	  and	  regulatory	  field	  has	  helped	  him	  
implement	  change	  through	  engagement,	  negotiation	  and	  motivation	  and	  of	  stakeholders	  across	  a	  

broad	  spectrum	  of	  public,	  commercial	  and	  domestic	  sectors.	  	  

	  

Pete	  Murtagh	  	  	   	  

Pete	  Murtagh	  has	  been	  working	  as	  a	  waste	  enforcement	  officer	  for	  Local	  Authorities	  in	  the	  west	  of	  
Ireland	  for	  over	  ten	  years.	  During	  this	  time	  he	  has	  seen	  the	  waste	  management	  industry	  change	  

significantly,	  from	  a	  public	  service	  to	  a	  private	  one,	  and	  from	  a	  one	  bin	  system	  to	  the	  three	  we	  have	  
today.	  Pete	  was	  also	  an	  early	  recipient	  of	  the	  Certificate	  in	  Compost	  Facility	  Operation	  from	  Cré,	  
which	  was	  when	  Sligo	  County	  Council	  were	  starting	  to	  develop	  their	  green	  waste	  composting	  site	  in	  

Ballisodare,	  Co.	  Sligo.	  Pete	  has	  dealt	  with	  all	  sorts	  of	  waste	  producers	  and	  processors	  over	  the	  years.	  
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Directions to Killashee House Hotel
Killashee House Hotel and Villa Spa, Naas, Co. Kildare is set amongst 280 acres of manicured 
gardens & parklands with magnifi cent views over the Wicklow Mountains and Kildare countryside. 
It is ideally located just 30kms from Dublin City Centre, 2kms outside Naas Town, and only 40mins 
from Dublin Airport.

Accommodation at the Killashee House Hotel
Single B&B €89 – Please quote ‘Cré’ when booking to avail of this reduced rate.
Tel: 045 879277

Booking
For bookings follow this link:
www.cre.ie/web/cre-conference-sept-2015/

All bookings are made by credit card into the Cré paypal account

For Local Authority bookings please contact lee-jane@cre.ie.

Conference Rates
Cré Members  €145 + 23% vat
Non Members  €200 + 23% vat

The rate includes a hot lunch and coffee breaks.

Exhibitors
Members: A limited number of exhibition spaces are available for Cré members free of charge, 
please contact lee-jane@cre.ie. Normal delegate rate applies.

Non Members: €200 + 23% VAT + delegate fee. 

To book your exhibition space follow this link:
www.cre.ie/web/cre-conference-sept-2015/

CONTACT:   
Lee-Jane Eastwood
Tel: 086 393 0425
Email: lee-jane@cre.ie


