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Waste Licence Applications –
Compost Facilities
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EPA and Composting..contd..

� EPA-Publishes and funds reports on key issues 
� Bioaerosols and Composting - A literature evaluation-

draft report-Cré Members 
� BAT guidance –odours- to be completed. 
� BAT guidance for the waste sector: Waste Treatment       

Activities (Composting) to be completed. 
� National Waste Database
� Assessment and Evaluation of Outlets of Compost   

Produced from Municipal Waste



Waste-Composting Licence Application 
Process

Pre-Application

Licence Application

Inspectors Report

Agency issues Proposed Decision

Objection Phase

Submissions

Objections

Technical Report

Final Decision

Oral Hearing/
Technical Committee

Grant/Refuse Appeal

Significant Change/
Change in law / problems

/update

New, Existing
Review/Revised

BAT

EU & National Law

Ambient conditions

Quality Standards,

TA Luft, Danish

WHO



Licensed Compost Facilities 
in Ireland - update
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Concerns re Bioaerosols
from composting sites
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Continued

� No occupational standards for bioaerosols-difficult to quantify 
the risk-lack of a defined dose-response relationship. 

� 2-3 cases of human illness-caused by exposure to AF 
arising from composting sites-3,400 yard waste composting   
facilities, over 300 bio-solid composting facilities-in the U.S. 

� While the risks to vulnerable individuals such as 
immunocompromised is greater from AF there is no evidence 
that the risk attributable to living near a composting site is 
greater than exist already anyway. Dr M. Hogan, Medical 
Expert-Bord Pleanála OH –Oct 04



!��������	
��"����������
#����������

�Background levels of bioaerosols-in 
order to establish background 
concentrations

�Monitoring of emissions to air-
mesophilic bacteria and AF levels-
annual
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�Odour assessment-daily –
subjective-logged daily

�Monitoring of emmission to air-
Quarterly-olfactometric
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